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be able to, have to 
 

 

Los primeros verbos modales que se aprenden en ingles son CAN (poder) y MUST (deber). 

Al avanzar con las conjugaciones se hace necesario conocer BE ABLE TO (ser capaz de) y 

HAVE TO (tener que). Esto es debido a que existen limitaciones a la hora de hablar en futuro, 

condicional y otros tiempos compuestos. 

 

 

 

Lo explicamos con ayuda del siguiente cuadro:  

 

PRESENTE PASADO CONDICIONAL FUTURO PERFECT TENSES 

I can * 
puedo 

I am able to 
soy capaz de 

I could 
pude, podía 

I was able to 
fui/era capaz de 

I could 
podría 

I would be able to 
sería capaz de  

I´ll be able to 
podré, seré 

capaz de  

 
I have been able to 

he podido 
he sido capaz de 

I had been able to 
había podido 

había sido capaz de 

I must ** 
debo 

I have to 
tengo que 

I had to 
debí, tuve que 

I should 
debería 

I would have to 
tendría que 

I´ll have to 
deberé, 

tendré que 

I have had to 
he debido,  

he tenido que 

I had had to 
había debido, había 

tenido que 
 

* el INFINITIVO de can es: be able to 

** el INFINITIVO de must es: have to 
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ACTIVIDADES 

 

Exercise 1. Can, could, be able to? 

 
1. _____ he understand what you were talking 
about? 

Could 

 Cans 

 Coulded 
2. My sister _____ play tennis now. 

 can to 

 can 

 will can 
3. I _____ walk when I was less than a year old. 

 can 

 could 

 have can 
4. (Polite) _____ you tell me what time it is, 
please? 

 Could 

 Can 

 Will 
5. My grandfather ________ walk without any help 
last night. 

 can 

 could 

 was able to 
 

 

6. I would like to ________ play the 
piano. 

 can 

 could 

 be able to 
7. How long have you ________ drive? 

 can 

 coulded 

 been able to 
8. I'll ________ help you later. 

 can 

 could 

 be able to 
9. Can you help me? I ________ never 
understand this. 

 can 

 cannot 

 am able to 
10. Will people ________ live forever 
one day? 

 could be 

 be able to 

 could be able to 
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Exercise 2. must or have to? 

 

1. Yesterday I ________ finish my geography 
project. 

 must 

 mustn't 

 had to 
2. She will ________ wait in line like everyone 
else. 

 must 

 have to 

 has to 
3. All employees ________ on time for work. 

 must be 

 mustn't 

 have to 
4. We ________ forget to take the chicken 
out of the freezer. 

 have to not 

 must 

 mustn't 
5. If you are under 13 you _____ to get your 
parents' permission. 

 have 

 must 

 mustn't 
 

 

6. Your daughter may ________ try on a few 
different sizes. 

 have to 

 had to 

 must 
7. The doctor _____ get here as soon as he 
can. 

 must 

 mustn't 

 have to 
8. Do you _____ work next weekend? 

 have to 

 must 

 mustn't 
9. Bicyclists _____ remember to signal when 
they turn. 

 mustn't 

 must 

 has to 
10. Angela, you _____ leave your clothes all 
over the floor like this. 

 mustn't 

 must 

 have to 
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Exercise 3. Read the interview and finish the conversation using your own ideas. 

Today in 
Famous Anonymous: 

“Mikelus Urkus” 
 

Intervewer: Good afternoon. 
Welcome to a new program of  "Famous 
anonymous" 
This time we travel to the past to meet "Mikelus 
Urkus". 
This Homo Erectus will tell us his important 
contribution to History. 
Hello "Mikelus" nice to meet you. 

“Mikelus Urkus” 

 

 

Mikelus: Hi Henry: nice to meet you too. 

Intervewer: Is it true that you were the first person to know fire? 

Mikelus: Well, considering a homo erectus a person, we could say that I was. 

Intervewer: When did it happen? 

Mikelus: Long time ago. Remember that the Erectus lived in the Earth more than one 

million years ago.  

Intervewer: We are talking about the Palaeolithic, right? Can you tell us how it 

happened? 

Mikelus: Well, it happened by chance. I was bored in my cave, playing with two 

wooden sticks, spinning one over the other, like this:  

When suddenly,… a spark jumped!                 
I repeated the movement and … a new spark appeared! 

The third spark fell on my bed. It was made with straw, and it began to burn. 

Everything else is History. 

Intervewer: Wow!, your contribution to History was then very important. It allowed 

evolution to develop faster. 

Mikelus: Yes, it did. 

Intervewer: Do you have anything else to tell us? 

Mikelus: Just one more thing. 

Intervewer: Go ahead! 

Mikelus: I also was the one who cooked the first hard-boiled egg! 

Intervewer: What the heck! 
Mikelus: It also happened by chance.  
It was a winter day … 
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Soluciones a las actividades de la Sesión 5 

Idioms 

Sarah has been really unhappy since Jay broke up with her. down in the dumps 

1 My brother has been in the dog house since he stayed out late last week.  

2 I’m over the moon that we’re going to Granada on holiday.  

3 I’ve passed all my exams and my driving test – I’m on a roll!  

4 You have to keep your cool in that situation.  

5 Their engagement came out of the blue.  

6 I don’t want to go out tonight – I’m feeling under the weather. 

 

Reading comprehension. “The jeweler´s wife” 

 

1. Short summary of the plot (not more than 4 lines):  

An elegant lady dressed in black and wearing a veil over her face, arrives at a detective's office. 

She asks him to watch her husband because she suspects that he is seeing another woman. The 

woman also asks the detective to help her hide in her husband´s the jewelry because she wants 

to catch him with his lover. The end of the story surprises the reader because things are not as 

they seem… 

2. When do you think the story takes place?. Why do you believe that?  

3. Were you surprised? Have you guessed the end? If not, what did you think it could have happened? 

4. Did you like the story? . Was it easy for you to understand? . Can you remember 10/20 new words that 

you have learned while reading this story? Write them. 

  

Recordad que podéis enviar trabajos, dudas o preguntas a esta dirección de correo electrónico: 

maribelgaju@hotmail.com 

 


